Compost

Certification Scheme

CCS Factsheet: Lower plastic limit

Understanding the changes to plastic reporting in response to the Resource
Framework and Regulatory Position Statement 317

PAS100, the Compost Quality Protocol and the Compost Resource Framework

Introduction to the Resource Framework

The Compost Resource Framework (CRF) is the Environment Agency’s (EA’s) new End-of-Waste
framework for compost produced in England, replacing from 20" October 2025 the Compost Quality
Protocol (CQP). Like the CQP, the CRF standardises compost quality while prioritising environmental
safety. While the CRF introduces several important changes, the only change to the BSI PAS 100:2018 (or
PAS 100) limits is to the plastic limit.

Plastic limits and notification for exemption

The CRF reduces the allowable plastic limit in PAS 100-certified compost to 50% of the current limit,
setting the threshold at 0.06% m/m of air-dry sample >2mm, down from 0.12% m/m stated in PAS 100.
This new limit aligns with the Scottish Environmental Protection Agency’s limit for plastics in compost.

Producers in England who are unable to meet the 0.06% m/m limit may notify the Environment Agency
they are using the Regulatory Position Statement (RPS) 317 exemption here. The Email notifying of RPS
317 usage must be sent to the EA (ResourcesFrameworks@environment-agency.gov.uk) no later than the
20" of April, 2026.

Participants using the RPS 317 exemption have until October 2027 to work towards compliance with the
new limit. During this period, processes that notify the EA that they are using the RPS 317 exemption will
only be considered to have not achieved end-of-waste if their sample exceed the current PAS 100 limit of
0.12% m/m, rather than the lower CRF limit.

Furthermore, producers must also submit evidence by email to the EA of plant and process upgrades
aimed at achieving the new limit within 6 months of registering use of this RPS using the subject line
containing “RPS 317” to the email address: resourcesframeworks@environment-agency.gov.uk. Records
must be kept for two years to demonstrate compliance. Examples of evidence could include invoices or
work orders for new equipment, or process upgrade plans to meet the reduce limit. The EA will
investigate each RPS upgrade email and will notify you and REAL if they feel insufficient evidence has
been provided.

Any authorised exemption will remain valid until August 2027, after which full compliance with the
reduced plastic limit will be required.

CCS test results after 20th October 2025

For all CCS samples received by CCS Approved Laboratories after the 20th October 2025, laboratory test
reports will show the reduced plastic limit of 0.06% m/m, regardless of which nation the material is
produced in. However, exceeding the CRF limit alone won’t automatically mean end of waste has not
been achieved. Specifically, at this current time the 0.12% m/m will continue to apply for Wales and
Northern Ireland processes producing compost for these nations only and, RPS 317 exempt English
processes.

CCS.GUIDE.PlasticFactsheet.021225.v2 1


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/using-pas-100-or-pas-110-compliant-material-outside-resource-frameworks-rps-317/using-pas-100-or-pas-110-compliant-material-outside-resource-frameworks-rps-317
mailto:ResourcesFrameworks@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:resourcesframeworks@environment-agency.gov.uk

Compost

Certification Scheme

The below example test report shows a sample with 0.11% m/m plastic assessed against the CRF limit of
0.06% m/m. As shown, this is marked as a ‘Fail’ on the report for plastic. Despite being marked as a ‘Fail’
on that parameter, the sample would only fail if required to meet the lower plastic limit as part of the
relevant ‘end of waste’, such as the reduced limit in the CRF or SEPA’s Position. Since it is below the
current 0.12% limit in PAS 100 and assuming no other parameters fail, this sample would be considered
passing. If this test report was for a process using the RPS exemption, or certified to the Quality Protocol
‘end of waste’ position it would considered to have passed.

SUMMARY ~ PAS100 "PASS" OR "FAIL"

Parameter Result ([PAS 100 [Unit Pass
upper limit or Fail
E.coli 1 <100 1000(CFU/g Pass
Salmonella spp ' Absent Absent | Absent/Present in 259 | Pass
Cadmium as Cd 0.46 1.50| mg/kg Pass
Chromium as Cr 11.4 100.00 [ mg/kg Pass
Copper as Cu 39.8 200.00 [ mg/kg Pass
Lead as Pb 68.2 200.00 | mg/kg Pass
Mercury as Hg 0.15 1.00| mg/kg Pass
Nickel as Ni 8.53 50.00|mg/kg Pass
Zinc as Zn 161 400.00| mg/kg Pass
CO2 (stability) 1 11.6 16.0[mg/CO2g OM/d Pass
Weed plants ! 0 0|no./l comp. as received Pass
Glass,metal,plastic and other|  0.00 28 % of ‘air-dry’ sample
Plastic 0.11 @ > 2mm @
Sharps 0.00
Stones in "mulch” 0.61 10(% of “air-dry’ sample |Pass
Stones in other than "mulch” 0.61 8[> 4mm Pass
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Why has REAL taken this decision on reporting?
The reason for taking this decision on reporting it to protect the scheme as a whole and individual
operators from non-conforming compost accidentally being sent to market.

My report is showing failure for plastic and this is incorrect

If you are operating an RPS 317 exempt process for end-of-waste status in England, or a process with end-
of-waste status in Northern Ireland or Wales, and receive a failure for plastic which you believe is not
applicable, you may need a revised report for sending to a third party contractor or customer.

If the suspected incorrect failure concerns an RPS 317 exempt process, please contact
oliver@realschemes.org.uk and georgia@realschemes.org.uk with evidence of your RPS registration
email sent to the EA, so that a revised report can be arranged.

If the suspected incorrect failure concerns a process with end-of-waste status in Northern Ireland or
Wales, please contact oliver@realschemes.org.uk and georgia@realschemes.org.uk. REAL will instruct
the relevant Approved Laboratory as needed.

If incorrect information is sent or missing, this will delay the issuing of revised reports.

For more detailed information about the CRF implementation and requirements, please contact your
Certification Body or refer to the official CRF documentation on the UK Government website here.
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