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Guidance on assessing PAS 100 test results against 
SEPA plastic limits  
 

This version of the guidance document does not introduce any technical changes from the previous 
version, only presentational changes. 

Background  

In Scotland, there is an additional mandatory requirement in respect of plastic contamination for 
compost outputs to meet ‘end of waste status’ under the Compost Certification Scheme (CCS).  

Specifically, as per the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) regulatory position statement 
issued in 2017, the acceptable level for plastic in compost outputs is ≤ 50% of the BSI PAS 100:2018 
specified plastic limit (i.e., 0.06%)1. 

 

 

Have I failed against SEPA’s plastic limit? 

Producers (or their representatives) are required to review laboratory test results to ensure composts 
pass SEPA’s plastic limit, as well as the PAS 100 physical contaminant and plastic limits. For example, 
although the below example is a pass against the PAS 100 physical contaminant and plastic limits, this is 
a fail against the SEPA’s plastic limit of 0.06%. An example report can be found below showing a plastic 
result which passed the PAS limit and was reported as a ‘pass’ but failed the SEPA limit and therefore 
needs to be dealt with as a failure.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 wst-g-050-regulation-of-outputs-from-composting-processes.pdf   

https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/219843/wst-g-050-regulation-of-outputs-from-composting-processes.pdf
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Future review 

REAL CCS are currently in the process of making changes in respect of reporting / assessing against the 
SEPA limit. This guidance will be updated accordingly. 


